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Sierra Broadcasting Corporati<)n, U censee of Stations KSUE and

KSlJE-f'M, Susanvi 11 e I Cali forni e. submi ta its comments on the above­

captioned proposal. as follows:

J, This proceeding arise a upon a Pet:ition by Olympic

Broadcast j ng, Inc. I which would exploi t the ~ommission' s allocation

prClccdurefi to move station KONe ! rom Qui ncy to SU8an"j lle,

California.

2. Although the scheme has a ~llrface plausibility in terms

of the numbers recited, and claim~ to furlh~r the goale of Section

307 Cb) of the COlRmunl cations Act I a more 8xt.reme exazapl e of channel

~anipulation, and derogation of the sLatutory mandate for equitable

distribution of frequencies among the states and communities, would

be difficult to imagine. This is not mere]y an upgrade, and change

at C1ty-of-LjcenRe -- jt is an abandonMent of the only FM operation

in Quincy (the Plumas County Seat) in order to move into a new
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market and commercla) center outsjde j tEl present coverage and

busincGD araa. It would justify this by pointing to the continued

preaence of two ~]ass A asoignments, ostensibly licensed, but with

hO sign of actjvation (we note from the roleasea of November 10.

J 992 tha t KNJ,"- tid/:> li led a fi fth request tor extension of time to

construct). However, these are but numbera and names on pieces of

vapor a~ compared to the loss of the community's only operating

stat jon, If rich and powerful Olympic, with its multiple broadcast

interests, c~nnot, or will not, maintain service to this small, but

signjf1cant, community, what chance would anyone have to survive

with C)asR A facilities in a town of 2700 nestled in mountains,

wjth no capacity to r~ach out towards the more populou& parLs of

thio remote re~lon?

3. The Petitioner admits that it deliberately downgraded KQNC

from a Ct! to a Cla98 A in order t.o further the wants of a commonly

ownod atation, KFIA, Shingle Springa, California, for greener

commercial pant uree in the Saoramento area, where 01 ympic al read)'

has an AM, and is seeking an FM j n MM Docket 89-543. In other

words, deliberately it chose to cr:ipple t.he Qu:incy station's r

capacity for purely commercial gains elsewhere.

4. 1t should also be noted that {rom the allocations

standpoint while the assignments app~ar to be proportionate l they

are not at all! aUB~uwille would have three h;jgh powered Class C

Channels, leaVing Quincy with Class l\ facilities that can't get out

of those mountains to reach populations vi tal to survival. In



reality, thE:l pr.oposaJ would leave Quincy with nothing.

5. The way Olympjc has behaved jn Quincy is also of interest.

There is no evidence that the Company evor made any attempt to

develop KONG dS a local facility, or showed any interest in the

community. It appears that they are operating it as a satellite

of thejr ~eno station KTHX(FM). The only plausjble inference from

Olympic'o Quincy acqUisltion is that is was done as a springboard

towards Susanville.

6. Allhouqh the Commission did. by amandment of its rulea in

MM Docket 88-526 (68 RR2d, 646), invite opportunjstic ventures such

as this. Sect jon 307rb) stj]] govarns~ the Report and Order in this

connection reflects the grave concern of the Commission over the

arti[icial. or purely technical manipulation of allocation

policies J that is el'actl y what we see here. Moreover, in the

Ammiston-Atlanta case the Commission was brought to reject the

prcrpooa] of 1'0m Gammon to move from the smaller to the larger

place. AJthou~h that case involved large numbers, the principle

is the same, and the public interest damage preaent here is far

worse. Thi s j s not a suburban situation. but one of di fferent

areas and conditiona, in which the County Seat of a remote mountain

town, with very limited services available due to the typography,

is being abandoned.

7. The Petitioner reci.ted that it was in furtherance of

Section 307(b) goals, but it is actu~lly the opposite. Moreover,

no mattor how the Commission chooses to characterize it·s
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authority, Section 307(b) of the Act speaks in terms of "shall» and

JS a mandate. It Olympic can get away with a manipulation like

this, the Section will have become a mockery.

We urge that the Amendment not be adopted, a~d that Olympic

be raquired to maintain its KQNC o~eration in the public interest

of Quincy.
I

Respecttullv submJtted.

SlktERR1IlR01lDC1ISjNG CORPO~

BY·. f1,d~.. ?
Lester W. SpjJla
1040 Main Street
Suite 208
Napa, California 94559
(707) 255-3855

Dated: November 22, 1992

co: Richard A. HeJm;ck
Cohn afJd Marks
1333 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Suite 600
Washington, D.C. 20036-1573
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Rhea Lytle, do hereby certify that on this 23rd day of

November,. 1992, a copy of the foregoing "Comments of Sierra

Broadcasting Corporation" was sent by u.S. first class mail,

postage prepaid to:

Richard A. Helmick
Cohn and Marks
1333 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Suite 600
Washington, D.C. 20036-1573


